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John Balguy, an English Moralist of the Eighteenth Century. By Hugh David 
Jones. Leipzig, Quelle & Meyer, 1907. — pp. 70. 

The Fundamental Principles involved in Dr. Edward Caird's Philosophy of 

Religion. By W. O. Lewis. Leipzig, Quelle & Meyer, 1909. — pp. 62. 

These two monographs belong to the series Abhandlungen zur Philosophie 
und ihrer Geschichte, edited by Falckenberg in Erlangen. And in their respec- 
tive ways they illustrate the types of work to which the series is devoted. 
Dr. Jones's treatise is an investigation, carefully executed and the first on its 
subject, of a special question from past philosophical history. Dr. Lewis dis- 
cusses a system of recent and contemporary importance. The one is a study 
of a hitherto untilled corner of the field; the other deals with problems and 
principles which as yet have not become historical. 

Balguy was a minor moralist of the earlier part of the eighteenth century. 
A friend and disciple of Samuel Clarke, he in general defended the positions 
of his master against the sentimental ethics of moralists such as Hutcheson, 
and in theology against Tindal and others of the Deistic school. In ethics 
Balguy's principal work was The Foundation of Moral Goodness, published in 
1728-9. In this he moderates the mathematical method of Clarke, reducing 
it to a "signification somewhat figurative" (p. 34); but he adheres to the 
rationalistic principle, emphasizing reason as against moral sense or instinct, 
and founding morality on " truth " or " the fitness " or " reasons of things." 
This " in his opinion supplies what may be called an ethical major premise, 
out of which all the particular duties of life, such as benevolence, self-regard, 
etc., can be inferred and welded into a systematic unity" (p. 48). The chief 
influence of Balguy's ethical thinking appears to have been on Price (pp. 60-65) • 

Caird's philosophy of religion finds a less sympathetic expositor and critic 
in Dr. Lewis. The system is outlined first in its general principles, and then 
its applications in detail. Under this second head are considered "objective 
religion," " subjective religion " with Buddhism, Stoicism, and Judaism as 
types, and " Christianity the absolute religion," as the writer follows out the 
argument in Dr. Caird's Evolution of Religion. So opportunity is made for 
an evaluation of the doctrine as well as for its statement and interpretation. 
In this estimate Dr. Lewis mingles appreciation and criticism. But since he 
writes from the standpoint of traditional orthodoxy, his comments for the most 

part fall out in the negative sense. 

A. C. Armstrong. 
Wksleyan University. 

The Child and His Religion. By George E. Dawson. University of Chi- 
cago Press, 1909. — pp. 124. 

This monograph is dominantly a statistical study of the child's religious 
interests as obtained by questionary on 1,000 children of ages varying from 
eight to twenty years. This is introduced by a discrimination of the meaning 
of interest as employed in the book. The author differentiates it from the 
Herbartian use as apperception by regarding it as not merely conscious re- 
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sponse but as adjustment of the whole life, promoting survival — " biological 
responsiveness " as he calls it. Interests in this sense will arise in a certain 
sequence with the developement of the nervous system. And should they not 
be given free exercise when ripened they will atrophy. Faulty instruction 
by neglecting them produces arrested development. Religious instruction 
must recognize the order of arising and ripening of religious interests in the 
child and minister to them by selected material so as not to suppress them. 

The child like the race (shown by anthropology, ethnology and comparative 
religion) is essentially religious, as Froebel recognizes. They are both ani- 
mistic, personalizing nature and playthings. They both have the instinct of 
causality which seeks a creator. And they both have the instinct of immor- 
tality. As Street says " man (and this applies to the child) has to learn his 
mortality rather than his immortality." Then also they abound in the relig- 
ious qualities of faith and good will. 

Some of the main facts obtained are the following: (i) At eight years both 
sexes prefer the New Testament to the Old, due likely to the child's interest 
in the child Jesus. (2) This preference declines in favor of the Old Testament 
up to 14 years, due to the heroic scenes and persons of the Old. (3) From 
adolescence on the New Testament is preferred, due to its satisfying better 
the altruistic and reflective interests which then appear as contrasted with 
the egocentric interests earlier that delighted in the revenges, fears, of the Old 
Testament. (4) At eight years historical and gospel books of the Bible are 
preferred. Then the literary and prophetic books come more in favor before 
adolescence. With adolescents the Gospels come first, supplying their need 
of a personal guide and philosophy of life. (5) The larger percentage of chil- 
dren of all ages are more strongly attracted to the personal elements of the 
Bible than to any other. 

The author draws appropriate inferences from the facts found as to the 
reformation of religious training offered the young. It should always be pre- 
sented by the personal elements of the Bible, the child Jesus, David, John, 
Paul, the adult Jesus, etc. The material should be selected and be different 
for different ages. The contrast of the natural and the supernatural should 
cease and the child should learn that all nature is divine and the laws of nature 

are the laws of God. 

Wilmot B. Lane. 
Randolph-Macon College. 

The Psychology of Prayer. By Anna Louise Strong. University of Chicago 

Press, 1909. — pp. 119. 

This is an interesting study of the psychology of the prayer experience from 
the standpoint that man is born as social, that he " does not acquire society." 
The general basis of the study is that of the " Chicago School " as expressed 
in Dewey's Logical Studies. 

A self is not a substance but is a process of consciousness which is from the 
first social. The primitive hunger and pain consciousness is a vague social 
world which contains a self as felt need and other selves that minister to that 



